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The lack of attention, in the Zero Draft of the Pact for the Future, to children’s rights, in
particular the youngest and those in crisis situations, is unacceptable. This silence is not
the solution to contrast the normative pushback against child rights, taking place globally.
Children under 18 make up 30% of humanity and they are disproportionately affected by a
multiplicity of crises in the world today - armed conflicts, natural disasters, climate change,
growing poverty, increased migration, forcible displacement, persisting inequalities,
violence and exploitation.

The recent Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence
Against Children (2023) gives a picture of the situation: 160 million children are exposed to
child labor, 1 billion children are exposed to climate change risks, which is a multiplier of
violence against them; 1 in 6 children globally live in extreme poverty, 43.3 million children
are displaced as a consequence of conflicts and violence as of the end of 2022; 356 million
children are exposed to multiple forms of violence online, very often associated with
violence offline.

This shocking data, are the result of policies that harm children’s short and long-term
health and wellbeing and affect their development, impacting our communities and
societies for generations to come.

Not to mention children who died or disappeared in a migration journey, in a conflict or
victims of violence. These children simply vanished.

We know that systematic attention to child rights is necessary for the UN to be fully
inclusive and able to deliver on its mandate across all pillars, including the SDGs
achievement and the promotion of peace and security.

As the Secretary General wrote in the Guidance Note on Child Rights Mainstreaming “Each
time that it is relevant, children should be explicitly mentioned, and their specific rights
reflected in all relevant UN strategies, plans, documents and communications, and not
subsumed in other, different groups such as “Youth” or “Young people.””

In the Zero Draft there is a reference to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, very little
direct mention to children, just contradicting the Scretary General’s expectations.

If the goal of the Summit for the Future, in a moment of acute global crisis, is to
strengthening international cooperation, safeguarding the future for present and coming



generations, it is evident that particular attention has to be reserved to our children,
starting with the youngest ones. The science is clear: investing in (ECD) is a powerful, cost-
effective strategy for reducing violence, poverty and exclusion and for building peaceful
societies and culture of peace. Why this omission?

Pact, from the Latin “pactum”, has "peace" at its root; a pact often ends a period of
unfriendly, difficult, confused relations. In other words, a Pact as a fracture with the past, as
a corner stone for a new future. If so, the silence on children, a cross-cutting issue for each
Pact’s sections, is truly unacceptable. Children of the world are expecting a Pact for the
Future, not a Pact for the Past.



