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Honorable Chair, Excellencies, and Distinguished Delegates,

All children deserve care and protection, yet millions are forced from their homes due to conflict,
violence, poverty, or climate change. They now constitute 40% of all displaced people, often spending
their entire childhoods in displacement. These children face serious barriers to health, nutrition, and
protection, with devastating consequences for their development and well-being. This humanitarian
crisis is also a clear obstacle to achieving the 2030 Agenda and a profound moral, social, and economic
challenge.

Access to health services is often restricted by migration status, citizenship, or residency requirements,
forcing many families to avoid seeking care due to fear of detection, detention, or deportation.
Additionally, health services remain geographically and financially inaccessible, while social protection
systems exclude many displaced children. The mental health crisis among these children and their
caregivers is alarming, yet trauma-informed services remain largely unavailable.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC, Articles 24 and 28) establishes that all children,
regardless of status, have a right to health, education, and protection. The Tashkent Commitments for
Transforming ECCE (2022) reaffirm that early childhood education and care (ECCE) is a fundamental
right and a critical investment for resilience, well-being, and sustainable development. Research
confirms that the first 1,000 days of life shape the foundation for lifelong learning, health, and social
inclusion. However, ECCE remains critically underfunded, particularly in humanitarian settings, where
young children and their caregivers are often left without essential support.

Recommendations:

Guarantee universal access to health services—ensuring that nationality, citizenship, or migration
status never becomes a barrier (CRC Article 24).

Expand social protection programs—addressing poverty and ensuring access to public health
financing (Tashkent Commitments).

Strengthen mental health support—integrating trauma-informed care for displaced children and their
caregivers (CRC Article 39).

Embed ECCE within humanitarian and social protection frameworks—recognizing it as essential for
health, well-being, and equity (Tashkent Commitments).

Investing in early childhood is an investment in peace, justice, and sustainability. Ensuring the rights
and well-being of young children is not only a legal and moral obligation but also a critical step toward a
more equitable and peaceful future.

Thank you.



