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Call for Papers: Theory into Practice Digital Journal — Issue No. 10/2026

“Children's Rights in an Era of Global Uncertainty”

“OMEP’s Theory into Practice” journal invites researchers, teachers and advanced students who
are part of our global community to submit articles on pedagogical practices in early childhood
education.

Issue No. 10 (2026) will focus on theoretical reflections and practical approaches to protecting
children’s rights in an era of global crises, uncertainty, and rapid climate and societal change.

Children’s rights

Children's rights to survival, provision, protection, development, and participation are established
in the UN_Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) and reaffirmed through numerous
international policies, including many national early childhood education and care (ECEC) curricula.

The UNESCO Recommendation on Education for Peace and Human Rights, International

Understanding, Cooperation, Fundamental Freedoms, Global Citizenship and Sustainable

Development (2023), places great emphasis on the importance of ECEC as an arena for “enable[ing]

children to become aware of their rights, to assert themselves freely while also learning about duties
and responsibilities, and to improve and extend through direct experience their emotional and
spiritual awareness and sense of belonging to increasingly larger communities, starting from family
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Upholding Children's Rights Amid Global Uncertainty

Deeply involved within the international children’s rights framework, OMEP also places great
emphasis on the Sustainable Development Agenda (2015). It recognises the interdependent

relationship between children’s rights and sustainable development: progress towards global
sustainable development commitments contributes to the realisation of human rights, while the
advancement of those commitments is facilitated by placing children's rights to provision,
protection, and participation at the centre of policy and practice, particularly during periods of
instability.

UNESCO’s Children’s Climate Risk Report (2026) finds half of the world’s children exposed to at
least three climate hazards and the International Data Alliance for Children on the Move (2025)

reports on “35.5 million international migrant children and 19.1 refugee and asylum-seeking
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children around the globe” with “an additional 29.4 million children internally displaced due to

conflict and 4.4 million internally displaced due to disasters”. Collectively, these developments,
combined with economic instability, rapid societal change, and the constant exposure to unsettling
global events through the media and across social and economic spheres, continue to challenge the
realisation of children's rights.

Additionally, these challenges are most acutely experienced by children facing multiple and
intersecting forms of disadvantage, particularly children with disabilities, girls, and children from
socioeconomically disadvantaged backgrounds, who often bear a disproportionate share of the
consequences.
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In the face of growing environmental, social, economic, and political uncertainties, ECEC has an
important role to play in supporting the realisation of children's rights. Through inclusive, rights-
based practices, ECEC can contribute to children's well-being, participation, sense of belonging,
and resilience, while helping to address the effects of exclusion, discrimination, displacement, and
other forms of vulnerability. As a space where children experience their rights in everyday
interactions and relationships, ECEC can help foster more equitable, sustainable, and caring
communities.

In line with its long-standing commitment to children's rights, social justice, and quality early
childhood education, OMEP invites contributions that demonstrate how children's rights are being
promoted and realised in practice. We particularly welcome examples of pedagogical approaches,
educational initiatives, community collaborations, and other promising practices that support
children's rights and well-being in diverse contexts and in response to contemporary challenges. By
sharing experiences from practice, contributors can help strengthen collective knowledge and
inspire innovative approaches to advancing children's rights through ECEC.

Call for Contributions
We invite submissions that explore:

e Theoretical and conceptual frameworks on safeguarding children’s rights in the context of
ECEC in an era of uncertainty.

e Pedagogical strategies that ensure quality ECEC in a context of constant crises and
change.
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e Case studies and field experiences from educators, researchers, and practitioners working
in contemporary ECEC settings worldwide.

e Policy analyses advocating for increased funding and systemic protection of children’s
rights.

By sharing research, reflections, and innovative practices, we can collectively advance the
protection of children’s rights in times of crises and strengthen the role of ECEC in responding to
the complex challenges affecting children and their communities today.

Submission Guidelines

Languages: Articles can be submitted in English, Spanish, or French and will be published
in the original language.

e Format and Length: Submissions should follow academic writing standards and adhere to
the journal’s formatting guidelines.

e Deadline: August 16", 2026

e Contact Information: tip@omepworld.org

Schedule:
Call June 30", 2026
Closing August 16%, 2026
Notification of proposals approved for publishing August 30%", 2026
Revision and adjustments with collaborative peers September, 2026
Editing October, 2026
Publishing November 2026
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Criteria for the presentation of articles

Only the articles that follow the guidelines established by the Editorial Committee of the journal will
be considered for evaluation, approval and publication.

We look forward to your contributions!

Guidelines for authors
Article structure:

The title should not exceed 10 words and 15 with a subheading.

Author(s): Full name(s) should appear under the title, justified to the left, using capital letters only
for the first letter of the first and last name. In case of having two or more authors, each name must
be followed by the corresponding number of asterisks to signal the footnotes. Each author’s
footnotes should indicate the following information: last academic level, institutional affiliation, city
and country, email address.

Summary: Maximum of 150 words, written in only one paragraph and it should contain neither
references nor abbreviations. It should contextualise the reader about the intention and the content
of the text, alluding to the country where the experience unfolds.

Keywords: Include from three (3) to five (5) keywords taken from UNESCO Thesaurus:
https://vocabularies.unesco.org/en/

Context of practice: Present an identification and analysis of the context in which the practice takes
place, a characterisation of the program or modality of care or education, the participating
population, the purpose and/or objectives, in addition to the issue or need that gave rise to it.
Method or methodology (for research articles): The method that has guided the development of
the practice experience must be specified.

Development: Specify stages, phases, strategies and significant moments of the practice,
achievements in relation to the issue or need and concepts that emerge from its implementation.
Moreover, describe precisely the materials, tools and guides that facilitate the development of the
activities and processes.

Conclusions and prospects: Show the contributions to the improvement of early childhood
education.

References: Only regarding the bibliography cited in the text. Follow the criteria of the APA Style
7th edition.

Writing of the text:

a) Font: Times New Roman 12 (body), 10 (footnotes), 11 (references);
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b) The document should be sent in Word format with the file extensions: .doc, .docx (not .pdf
or .rft) and photographs and tables (if any) should be in .jpg format and in high quality. They
should not be pasted into the text;

c) The line spacing should be of 1.5, with an indentation of 1.25 cm in the first line, there
should not be space between paragraphs;

d) Photographs and tables that grant the corresponding credits may be included in the text of
the document for reference purposes only (due to editing issues, they must be sent in a
separate file).

Attach publication authorisation

PUBLICATION AUTHORISATION FORM

Through this document, | grant a publishing license to the World Organization for Early
Childhood Education, OMEP, for the publication of my article entitled:

in the “OMEP: Theory into Practice” digital journal. As author(s) of the article, | am/we are
responsible for its content (text and images) that I/we freely give to OMEP, since it is an
academic and non-profit publication, whose purpose is to broaden knowledge about education
and care in early childhood:

Signature(s):

First and last name(s):

ID number(s):

Articles will be submitted via email to:

tip@omepworld.org
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