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11th OMEP Africa Regional Conference
Nairobi, Kenya
11 - 13 November, 2026

“Nurturing Tomorrow: Innovating, Empowering, and Partnering for
Sustainable Early Years Development and Education”

The conference will be held from November 11-13, 2026,
at
Methodist Conference and Resort Centre, Nairobi, Kenya.

ABSTRACT: https://forms.gle/6JMyqA1XkBXgPCxM8

The foundation for every country's future lies in the quality of its education. Empowering the next generation through
proper schooling that develops their competencies creates a strong, innovative, and empowered society capable of
driving sustained economic growth and social progress.

The conference, themed “Nurturing Tomorrow: Innovating, Empowering, and Partnering for Sustainable Early Years
Development and Education,” calls together educators, policymakers, researchers, school directors, caregivers, parents,
and early childhood practitioners to explore transformative approaches to Early Childhood Development and Education
(ECDE). The event provides a dynamic platform for sharing knowledge, innovative practices, and collaborative strategies
aimed at ensuring that every child receives quality, inclusive, and sustainable early years education.

The early years form the foundation for lifelong learning, health, and well-being. This conference therefore emphasizes
the collective responsibility of stakeholders in creating nurturing environments that support children’s holistic growth
and development. Participants will engage in critical discussions on innovation, capacity building, community
engagement, and multisectoral partnerships.


abstract:%20https://forms.gle/6JMyqA1XkBXgPCxM8

Conference Objectives
The conference seeks to:

e Promote innovative and evidence-based approaches to early years development and education.

e Strengthen the capacity of educators, caregivers, and institutions to deliver quality early learning experiences.

e Foster partnerships among governments, schools, private sector actors, communities and development
organizations.

e Explore sustainable practices that support equitable access to quality early years education.

e Encourage dialogue on emerging trends, including technology, inclusion, and environmental sustainability.

Strands

Strengthening Early Childhood Care and Education Systems
Innovation and Technology in Early Years

Sustainability Practices in Early Years

Promoting Children’s Rights Towards Achieving Holistic Development
Play Towards Sustainability

Partnerships Towards Quality Early Childhood Care and Education
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Key Themes and Discussions
1. Strengthening Early Childhood Development and Education

The conference seeks to highlight the central role of educators and caregivers in shaping children's development.
Sessions will explore strategies for professional development, teacher well-being, leadership, and continuous learning.
This recognizes that empowered educators are better equipped to create engaging and responsive learning
environments.

Parents and communities are a child's first teachers. Therefore, stronger family engagement, parenting support
programs, and community-led initiatives that promote children's holistic development are important. Sustainable early
years education also requires the active participation of families, local communities, and strong support systems.

2. Innovation and Technology in Early Years

The role of innovation in enhancing learning outcomes for young children can no longer be ignored. Quality early
learning includes creative teaching methodologies, play-based learning approaches, digital learning tools, and child-
centered pedagogies designed to foster curiosity, creativity, and critical thinking. It is therefore important to balance
technological innovation with developmentally appropriate practices that support children's cognitive, emotional,
physical, and social growth and development. Innovation extends beyond technology and includes new ways of
designing curricula, learning environments, and assessment methods that respond to the diverse needs of young
learners.

3. Sustainability Practices in Early Years

The conference will explore how sustainability can be embedded in early childhood development andeducation through
environmental awareness and conservation, while observing responsible resource use and the promotion of values such
as empathy, respect, and global citizenship. Efforts should be focused on nurturing young children as active contributors
to a sustainable future through hands-on experiences, nature-based learning, and community engagement.



4. Promoting Children’s Rights Towards Achieving Holistic Development

This is the foundational prerequisite for achieving holistic development because a child cannot grow fully in body and
mind if their basic human rights are neglected. When these rights are upheld, children are empowered as active citizens,
which drives holistic growth.

5. Play Towards Sustainability

Play is universal. Playing towards sustainability means using the universal and engaging power of play to drive the
world’s environmental awareness and sustainability agenda. It blends the fun and voluntary nature of play with
meaningful education. The paradigm shift in the world of play brings in the Toy Library Perspective, where play is

designed with objectives, making sustainability achievable for all.
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6. Partnerships Towards Quality Early Childhood Care and Education

With the multi-faceted nature of early childhood care and education, it is evident that no single institution can address
the complex needs of young children alone. Building strategic partnerships can improve service delivery, resource
mobilization, policy implementation, and access. Effective partnerships among individuals, educational institutions,
governments, health providers, civil society organizations, development agencies, and the private sector are essential
for delivering comprehensive early childhood services.

“Nurturing Tomorrow: Innovating, Empowering, and Partnering for Sustainable Early Years Education” serves as a
powerful call to action for all stakeholders committed to the well-being and future success of young children. The
conference reaffirms that sustainable early years care and education is built on innovation, empowered educators and
families, and strong partnerships across sectors. The insights, commitments, and collaborations established during the
conference will provide a strong foundation for advancing quality early childhood care and education and building a
more sustainable and equitable future for generations to come.

Submit an abstract via the following link by 31° August 2026:

ACCOMMODATION: https://methodistresort.co.ke/accommodation/
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