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• Adopting good practices and Cooperation 



Context: industrialization and left-behind/migrant 
children
• Rapid industrialization and young man and woman leave the rural area and 

work in the city.

Industrial revolution has taken place in China since the 1980s. Rural population rapidly 
migrate to urban areas for better salary and employment rate. There are an estimated 282 
million rural migrant workers in China, making up more than one third of the entire 
working population. 

Under the household registration system which was set up in 1950s, people can only 
enjoy social welfare in their hometown. Therefore, parents are forced to leave their 
children in rural area for free education and other social welfare. These children are called 
left-behind children. Some children follow their parents into the city but often are not 
registered in their new urban homes, and they are therefore unable to access public 
benefits dependent on registration.
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left-behind children nurtured by their grandparents

According to Chinese 
Family Development 
Report (2015) issued 
by National Health and 
Family Planning 
Commission of the 
People's Republic of 
China, preschool-aged 
left-behind children 
are mainly cared by 
grandparents.



The population of migrant children

• The number of migrant children in urban and rural areas between the 
age of 0-17 years reached nearly 36 million in 2013, increasing by 
41.37% in comparison with that in 2005, and the number is still 
increasing. 

• Among these migrant children, 80.35% possessed an agricultural 
residence registration and add up to 28.77 million rural migrant 
children. 

• Among them, 9.81 million are preschool-aged migrant children (at the 
age of 0-5 years old), accounting for 27.40% of total number of 
migrant children, with an increase of 38.59%, compared with that in 
2005. 





Why focus on these two groups?

• In recent years, personal safety incidents and suicide events occurred 
among left-behind children have attracted the attention of the 
Chinese government. But it seems that not every left-behind child has 
developmental problem, the risk factors for their development 
remain unclear.

• Although some city government took action on supporting some 
private kindergarten to enroll migrant children and encouraging local 
public kindergarten to receive some of migrant children when there 
are places, the low quality situation of these private kindergarten and 
its effect on the migrant children has not drew enough attention.



State Council: “Opinion on Strengthening the Care 
and Protection Work for Rural Left-behind 
Children”(2016)
• Rural governments will be required to monitor the welfare of children who 

live alone or are nurtured by old grandparents.

• Plan to establish a “social caring system” in which family, local government 
and neighbour community should cooperate on young children's care and 
education.

• But the implementation of this government document is facing a lot of 
challenge. Our project of “play and resilience” might explore the approach to 
connect family, local government and neighbour together.
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What is resilience?----an interactive concept

Center on the Developing Children Harvard 
University:“Supportive Relationships and Active Skill-
Building Strengthen the Foundations of Resilience”p 3



Target groups

left-behind children group:
• We selected Hechi city in Guangxi province, which has a high 

proportion of left-behind children (at the age of 2-6 years old) and 
basically shaken off poverty. We further chose 120 to 160 left-behind 
children in four counties, with two having central kindergartens, and 
the other two having village kindergartens or play group. One of the 
four county should be populated mainly with ethnic minority groups.

• Screening the “significent adversity” faced by some left-behind 
children and the target children who need intervention.



Target groups

Migrant children group:
• We chose an area which is highly populated with migrant workers in 

Pudong New Area in Shanghai and further select one private 
kindergarten mainly recruiting migrant children and one public 
kindergarten with a higher proportion of migrant children, and the 
number of beneficiary children will be about 150-200. 

• Screening the “significent adversity” faced by some migrant children 
and the target children who need intervention.



Target groups (cont.)

• These children's parents
• Kindergarten teachers or social workers 
• Local Educational Authorities and Bureau of Civil Administration



Expected Results 

• Helping children who are experiencing significant major stress or 
adversity lift their capacity of confidence, connection and control 
through plays in early years.

• Attracting more attention on children's capabilities that underlie 
resilience, espacially on the emotional - social development, of the 
guardians, educators, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, and providing implications for establishing effective 
public care service system. 



Where are we now? ----Developing screening tools 
and “play brochure” 
• adopting good practices before

Play Project in 
the Mobile 
Kindergartens in 
Wenchuan 
Earthquake-
Stricken Area by 
China National 
Society of Early 
Childhood 
Education



All China Woman’s 
Federation and the China 
Children and Teenager’s 
Foundation collaborated 
to promote the 
“Children’s Happy 
Home” charity project. 
The project establishes 
Children’s Happy Home 
Centres in towns and 
villages in rural China and 
offer services in 
education, life, caring, 
safety protection, 
psychological counselling, 
recreation and so on, to 
left-behind children to 
promote their home and 
social environment.

• seeking cooperation with similar project



Thank you!
ljguo_nj@live.cn
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